Unisa’s
10 Catalytic
Niche Areas

. 1. Marine Studies, 2. Aviation and Aeronautical Studies, 3. Automotive, 4. Energy, 5. Space Study and Square Kilometer Array,
INVITATION: Worklng Group 6. Fourth Industrial Revolution and Digitalisation, 7. Natural Sciences (Biotechnological studies), 8. Health Studies/Medicine,
, 10. Student Support and Co-Curricular Activities.

You are warmly invited to the 4th series of 2024 College of Graduate Studies-facilitated catalytic niche area working group sessions. We are Thursday 7 November 2024
continuing to follow our scaffolded approach to catalytic niche area optimisation. For the 1st series, we structured the sessions as reading groups i
where attendees could explore expansive conceptualisations and multidisciplinary avenues of participation into the catalytic niche areas. For the 2nd 11:00 - 12:00

series, we invited presenters to share examples of excellence in catalytic niche area research. For the 3rd series, we solidified epistemic
communities of catalytic niche area practice at UNISA. For this 4th series, we are exploring how to locate ourselves at the cutting-edges of catalytic

niche area scholarly disciplines. This focus is aligned with the larger mandate to establish UNISA as a leading academic voice in the catalytic niche Join th? Session on MS_ Teams
areas. https://tinyurl.com/Sxcwpj2j

In order to familiarise ourselves with the latest research in the CNAs, we will anchor the session in recent outputs. Attendees are encouraged to read
the suggested texts before the session to benefit from it optimally. Please think about the following questions for discussion during the session:

. How do the readings shape current thinking about the CNA?

. What emerges when reading the texts from an explicitly African positionality?

. What are the readings’ implications for practice beyond academia?

. Can you draw any linkages between your own research expertise and the readings?

Readings:

° Graness, A. and Kopf, M. (2024). “Changing the Frame: New Epistemic Frameworks and Social Transformation in African Feminist Theory” in

The Monist 107 (3). https://academic.oup.com/monist/article/107/3/279/7695282
° Toupin, S. (2024). “Shaping Feminist Artificial Intelligence” in New Media and Society 26 (1).
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/14614448221150776

If you struggle with accessing the readings, please contact Prof Murray at murraj@unisa.ac.za before the session.
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