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The University of South Africa (Unisa) will  host the 12th Annual Neville Alexander 

Memorial lecture in Cape Town on Friday, 25 October 2024.  

The Lecture will be held to commemorate the legacy of the renowned political activist and 

proponent of mother-tongue education, Dr Neville Alexander. This year’s lecture will be 

delivered by Professor Bonang Mohale, the Chancellor of the University of the Free 

State under the theme, "State of the Economy".  

The purpose of the memorial lecture is, amongst other things:  

• To honour the legacy of the late Dr Neville Alexander and to acknowledge his 

contributions to advancing the mother-tongue education. 

• To generate debate that contributes to public discourse. 

• To promote academic intellectualism. 

• To stimulate intellectual dialogue on literary discourse and contemporary issues. 

• To advance Unisa’s social impact through teaching. 

The 2024 guest speaker, Prof Bonang Mohale has served as the President of Business 

Unity South Africa (BUSA), Professor of Practice in the University of Johannesburg’s  

Business School in the Faculty of Business and Economics as well as Chairman of  

entities such as The Bidvest Group Limited, Arcelor Mittal, Swiss Solutions Africa and 

SBV Services. He is a member of the Community of Chairpersons (CoC) of the World 

Economic Forum and author of the two bestselling books; "Lift as you Rise" and "Behold 

the Turtle". Some of his accolades include the Presidential Award for his "Servanthood in 

South African industry and the economic empowerment of previously disadvantaged 

individuals.". He has also been included in the Reputation Poll International’s (RPI) 2023 

list of the ‘100 Most Reputable Africans’.  

Previous speakers of the Annual Neville Alexander Memorial Lecture include the likes of    

Prof Sabelo Ndlovu-Gatsheni, Prof Sophia Kisting and Prof Vuyokazi Nomlomo, to 

mentioned but a few.  

 



 

Members of the media are invited to attend and cover the lecture as follows:  

Date: Friday, 25 October 2024  

Time: 17.30 for 18:00 

Venue: President Hotel Cape Town, The President Venue, 4 Alexander Road, Bantry 

Bay Cape Town 

- Ends-  

For RSVP and interviews requests, please contact (Unisa: Senior Media Officers ) Mr 

Tommy Huma on 072 218 6197 / 012 429 3981 / humartm@unisa.ac.za OR Mr Edgar 

Rathelele on 063 731 5456 / 012 429 3981 / ratheme@unisa.ac.za OR Ms. Vicky-Lee 

Lee Shew (Acting Corporate Communication and Marketing Manager, Unisa Cape Town 

Campus) on,  079 506 8303 leesvlvt@unisa.ac.za 
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