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Congratulations Doctor President!
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V7 i One of the advantages
of being awarded an
honarary degree is

that the recipient is generally

freed of the arvdety thata former
teacher might be present at the
ceremony, dissenting from the
judgement that the student is
worthy of a degree. As a former

Unisa student I do not have this

luxury today.

But indeed, it is not the per-
forenance of an individual that is
being by this honour,
but '@ our nation. It is with
deep humility that I accept it on
their behalf.

At the same time I would like
to take this opportunity to
express on behalf of myself and a
multitute of cthers, the gratitute
of those who have found in Unisa
the opportunity for further edu-
cation in circumstances which
would otherwise have made it
impossible.

That the degree is in the sub-
ject of law is apposite, not merely
because of my own passionate
academic pursuits; but because of
its relevance for the transforma-
tion we are undertaking. We
have as a nation chosen a path of
change which gives the legisla-
tures a task of critical importance,
that of creating a framework of
law for political and socic-eco-
nomic transformation.

Having just completed the
second session of our demodatic
Parlaiment, this may be a good
moment to reflect on whether we
are succeeding, as a nation, in
moving towards our common
goals!

Are our legislatures and exe-
cutive directing and managing
the process with adequate clarity
of purpose and efficiency? Have
we sufficiently taken the measure
of the burden which our chosen

On Saturday, 16 September 1995, Unisa honoured President Nelson
Mandela for the excellence he has shown in leading our country and as
an alumnus of this university by awarding him a honorary doctorate in
the law. This is a excerpt of the speech President Mandela delivered on

the occasion:

path of transformation places on
the tegislative process?

As far as the issues of educa-
tion are concerned, I wish to
briefly reflect on two matters.

Firstly, to express the concern
at the attempts by some parties to
delay the transformation of the
education system, and thereby
delay the attainment of genuine
equality among all South Africa’s
children. Tragially, many of the
priviledge, continue today, by
hook or by crook, to seek ways of
perpetuating apartheid in educa-
tion

What makes this particularly
tragic is that these parties stake
their future in the past; and they
are bound to fail dismally, for
neither history nor the disadvan-
taged majority will afford them
that dubious opportunity.

Secondly, regarding higher
education, we should again
emphasise that the changes
required carnot be achieved by
government alone.

The National Commission on
Higher Education is a crucial
vehicle through which the cedifi-
nition and repositioning of the
sector can be articulated in a con-
sultative process. It is also
addressing, on an urgent basis,
the arisis in student funding. For,
it is our firm view that merit, and
not personal financial standing,
should ultimately determine
acress to higher education.

Success however will depend
on both students and the inskitu-

tions themselves, sharing respon-
sibility for change, particularly
through the Transformation
Forums Sumdlarly, the creation of
a climate of learning and teaching
must also be the joint responsibil-
ities of universities and their stu-
dents, reflected in the pursuit of
negotiations and respect for the
rights of others

These are matters affecting all
universities generally, and they
will affect each university in dif-
ferent ways.

So is the case with Unisa,
which has 40% of South Africa’s
enrolled university students. One
cannot overemphasise the role of
distance education, espedally in
those communities disadvan-
taged by apartheid.

Herein lies the scale and spe-
cial nature of the challenge to
your university. It is inevitable
that an institution so central to
our education system should
have etched upon it the legacy of
apartheid. To the same measuze,
Unisa is to be commended in its
efforts to tranform itself and
thereby make a spedal contribu-
tion to the transformation of our
society.

None of the nooks and cran-
nies should be left unexamined if
such selfscruntiny is to bear the
nevessary results,

For instance, we cannot avaid
acknowledging the fact that
Unisa’s personnel was shaped
under the imperatives of another
era. Today, when we have to deal

with a new reality of a university
most of whose students are now
black and predominantly rural or
semi-urban, great challenges
emerge. Not least among them is
the vexing question of a language
policy that should honour the
preferances of the students them-
selves,

But the same challenges face
the student community, steeped
as they should be, in the cujture
of cesistance and protest. A dan-
ger that they cannot brush aside,
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is when such a history and cul-
ture engender an attitute of enti-
tlement.

Indeed, having been entrust-
ed with the role of principal dis-
tance educator for our country
and beyond, Unisa should be
seen to lead the process of trans-
formation in higher education.
The onus is on the students and
the academic and administrative
staff to join hands in this effort.

We raise all these questions
because we are confident that
Unisa has got the capasity, the
will and the comumunity of spirit
to meet the challerges.

May I in condusion thank you
again for the honour you have
bestowed upon me. I wish you
success in transforming Unisa into
a centre of pride for all of us and
for the worid. I thank you.”
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